
We don’t Know how to Assess LLM 
Contributions in VIS/HCI

Position paper

Anamaria Crisan
University of Waterloo

ana.crisan@uwaterloo.ca



I volunteered to serve on 4 program committees 
 CHI’24/ FAccT’24/ CSCW ’24/ VIS'24



What is saw was concerning
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here were some common 
reviewer critiques



1. LLMS have non-deterministic behaviour
The same LLM provides a different response to exactly the same prompt



2. You didn’t evaluate against enough LLMs
 Different LLMs provide a different response to exactly the same prompt



3. You didn’t evaluate against the latest LLM
New LLMs are constantly emerging with substantive performance gains



3. You didn’t evaluate 
against the latest LLM

1. LLMS have non-
deterministic behaviour
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assess the full range of 
performance



You got lucky and didn’t 
assess the full range of 
performance

• Its expensive to run multiple LLMs multiple times 
• There is unequal access to LLMs 
• Privileges specific labs/groups



4.You didn’t discuss the latest LLM paper
…. and it obviates your results



5.You didn’t cite ANY relevant research.
No VIS/CHI/CSCW/FAcct etc. papers were referenced



6.The LLM Wrapper Paper
Your novel research is just low-hanging fruit of LLM capabilities
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Your novel research is just 
low-hanging fruit of LLM 
capabilities and timing

• There is too much flag planting on arXiv 
• LLM (“AI for X”) applications are worth exploring 
• Research communities as a counterpoint to industry claims



7.I don’t like LLMs / I am so over them
….yup, it happens



what should we do about it?



3. You didn’t evaluate 
against the latest LLM

1. LLMS have non-
deterministic behaviour

2. You didn’t evaluate 
against enough LLMs

1. Make a reasonable 
attempt to understand the 
variability of LLM outputs

2. Consider requiring a 
budget and access 
statement

3. Make a reasonable 
attempt to justify the 
use of an LLM



Example of a Budget Statement
Shows people how expensive it is to reproduce the results



4. Limit citation 
requirements for new 
research

5. Make Better Use of 
the Desk Reject
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6. Actively Engage in the 
Discussion Period



Example of Limiting Required Work To Cite
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